
in office at the National 

Prayer Service in the Na-

tional Cathedral, stating 

that it was his “Number 1 

stop” on this historical 

day. Hillary Clinton, on 

the other hand, did not 

attend the march herself, 

but posted a message of 

thanks on her twitter: 

“Thanks for standing, 

speaking, and marching 

for our values. Important 

as ever. I truly believe 

we’re always Stronger 

Together.” 

        With the overall 

success of the march, the 

activists who organized 

it, simply referring to 

themselves as Women’s 

March on Washington, 

stated their additional 

goals of protest in the 

following year. Immedi-

ately following the suc-

cess of the march, they 

launched their “10 AC-

TIONS / 100 DAYS” pro-

gram. Here, they plan on 

encouraging women to 

take action on a new is-

sue every 10 days. 

 On the 21st of 

January, 2017, about one 

million women in Wash-

ington D.C., with the ad-

dition of five million 

around the world, made 

history as they marched in 

support of women’s rights 

and in protest of those 

who opposed or threat-

ened them. The movement 

began as a Facebook post 

after President Donald 

Trump’s election. It called 

for women around the 

world to rally in the 

streets of Washington to 

express their opinions on 

reproductive rights, gen-

der equality, and the re-

cent president of the 

United States. 

        After the primary 

march in Washington 

D.C. was initiated, crowds 

of marchers in other major 

cities began to join in. 

Marches began to take 

place in Chicago, Manhat-

tan, Los Angeles, New 

York, and several other 

cities. The turnout of the 

march collectively ex-

ploded above previous esti-

mates, and was considered 

a massive success. 

        Some of the high-

lights included actress 

Ashley Judd delivering a 

speech in which she refer-

enced certain sexist re-

marks that President Don-

ald Trump made in the 

past, and how she refused 

stand for it. The singer 

Janelle Monae spoke out 

against police brutality, 

referencing Sandra Bland, 

a black woman who died in 

police custody back in 

2015. She then called up 

the “Mothers of the Move-

ment” to speak about the 

children they had lost to 

police-related violence. 

        With the 21st being 

President Donald Trump’s 

first day in office, many 

were eager to see his reac-

tion to the monumental af-

fair. However, President 

Trump ignored the move-

ment almost entirely, not 

acknowledging it during 

any of his speeches, and 

then spending his first day 

The Women’s March 
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As spring is fast ap-
proaching with Easter break 

coming soon, it is an exciting 

time of year for Wilson stu-

dents. However, it can be nerve 

wracking time for Wilson’s 

drama club students. 

On March 10th, 11th, 

and 12th, Wilson Area High 
School’s Drama Club will be 

performing their production of 

Little Shop of Horrors. These 

dates are fast approaching ,and 

the cast and crew are ready to 

take the stage once again. This 

will be the last show directed by 
Mr. Daniel Kaye. 

The production will star 

Alec Buttner, Bailey Washburn, 

and many more. Little Shop of 

Horrors tells the story of a 

flower shop in impoverished 

Skid Row, where Seymour Krel-

born discovers a strange plant. 
The plant begins to bring the 

shop more business, but Sey-

mour later discovers that it 

needs one thing to grow---

human blood! What will Sey-

mour have to do to keep his 

plant strong and the flower shop 
prospering? 

The March 10th and 11th shows 

start at 8:00 p.m., the March 

12th show will start at 3:00 

p.m., and tickets are $10. Come 

and support the cast and crew in 

another amazing production!  

Little Shop of Horrors: A Drama Club Production 
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Social media has both 

positive and negative effects 

on our society. Media apps 

such as Facebook, Snapchat, 

Twitter, and many more have 

transformed the way people 

interact and communicate. It 

has enhanced careers and 

business endeavors. It allows 

you to connect with people 

from different countries and 

even reconnect with old 

friends. 

On the downside there 

are issues such as cyberbully-

ing and invasion of privacy 

that distract from the sole pur-

pose of using social media. 

Social media has created a 

safe environment where peo-

ple can deliberately ridicule 

for any reason. This is most 

likely to due to the fact that 

the bully does not see the vic-

tim's face and therefore feels 

comfortable knowing the re-

percussions of this action are 

far less in comparison to a 

face to face interaction. 

Cyberbullying is not 

necessarily preventable, but if 

you are being cyberbullied 

speak to someone about it. 

Allowing someone to relieve 

some of the pain you are feel-

ing is the first step to moving 

on from it. Otherwise, holding 

it in will not allow you to 

heal. 

As well as cyber bul-

lies, there are social media 

stalkers. In order to avoid 

stalkers who want to know 

more information about your 

personal life, make your ac-

count private. You can also 

block and report this person. 

Do not hesitate to tell an adult 

if you feel unsafe. 

Despite the detrimental 

effects of social media, I be-

lieve that the benefits of social 

media hold importance as 

well. Companies are able to 

build their brand by advertis-

ing on social networks. People 

can either display their cus-

tomer loyalty or disapproval 

of the brand, but popularity 

will help the growth of the 

business. Professional careers 

are launched with the help of 

social media sites such as 

LinkedIn that offers you a re-

source to advance career aspi-

rations. But professional ca-

reers can also be ruined before 

they even start. When compa-

nies are looking to hire you, 

they are likely to check your 

social media accounts, so do 

not affiliate yourself with any-

thing negative. 

Most importantly, so-

cial media helps us stay in 

close contact with family 

members and friends. Al-

though you can call or text, 

sometimes it is more conven-

ient to communicate through 

social networking. Ultimately, 

social media is here to your 

advantage, and if you use it 

wisely you can become suc-

cessful, but also use it with 

precaution because it can be 

destructive to your life. 
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. On January 6th, 2017, 

Mrs. Venanzi will be starting a 

new phase of her life. She will 

be staying at home with her son 

while working for Discovery 

Education. 

 

Aimee: How long have you 

been teaching here at Wilson? 

Mrs. Venanzi: I have been 

teaching for 11 years. 

 

A: What is your reason for 

leaving Wilson? Did you find a 

new job? 

V: I took a job at Discovery 

Education and will continue to 

work in the education field. I 

will be able to stay home and 

work while being able to spend 

more time with my son. 

 

A: Are you going to continue to 

teach? 

V: I am going to be a little bit 

more behind the scenes and 

helping to create content to help 

teachers learn more about teach-

ing. In the future I would like to 

return to the classroom and teach 

again. 

 

A: What was your favorite mem-

ory here at Wilson? 

V: I really enjoyed having the 

Great Gatsby parties after we 

were done reading the book. I 

loved seeing the students excite-

ment during all of it. 

 

A: What have you experienced 

here at Wilson as a teacher? 

V: Wilson has provided me with 

many learning opportunities, 

professionally and personally, 

each year I grow with my stu-

dents. These experiences have 

prepared me to take this next 

step in my career.   

An Interview With Mrs. Venanzi 

Page 4 

The Echo 

By Aimee Badman 

Pictures courtesy of Google 

Key Club Coat Drive 

By Annabella Bastien 

During our recent cold 

winter, Key Club decided to 

organize a coat drive for those 

in need. Key Club advisors, 

Mr.Graffius and Mr.Poticher, 

hoped to collect as many coats 

as possible to send to many 

families in our community. 

Coats in all sizes were col-

lected to give to young chil-

dren and adults. Two large 

bins were placed in the school: 

one in the lobby and another at 

the end of the third floor hall-

way. 

Posters were placed in various 

places around the school to en-

courage students to bring in as 

many coats as possible. The 

club was able to give back to 

the community in dire need. 

The coat drive started January 

17th and ended February 21st. 

In total, the club was able to 

collect about 60 coats. With 

the success of this year’s coat 

drive, Key Club hopes to make 

the coat drive an annual collec-

tion during the winter months.  



 Super Bowl LI took 

place in NRG stadium in Hous-

ton, Texas on February 5th be-

tween the New England Patriots 

and the Atlanta Falcons. The 

final score was 34-28 Patriots. 

This Super Bowl will go down 

in history as both the greatest 

comeback and the first Super 

Bowl to ever go into overtime. 

By the end of the second 

quarter, the Falcons had a eight-

een point lead. This increased to 

twenty five early in the third 

quarter. After that, the Falcons 

would not score again and New 

England would come back from 

the punishing deficit to win the 

game. Prior to this Super Bowl, 

the largest deficit overcome to 

win was ten points in Super 

Bowl XXII. 

The game MVP, for a 

record fourth time, was New 

England quarterback Tom 

Brady, who added a fifth ring to 

his Super Bowl collection. This 

was the Patriots seventh trip to 

the Super Bowl under the leader-

ship of coach Bill Belichick. The 

Falcons have never won. 

Before the start of the game, 

Luke Bryan sang a rendition of 

the national anthem. Then, at the 

halftime performance Lady 

Gaga  "jumped" from the roof to 

begin her show. She opened the 

show with a combination of 

"God Bless America" and "This 

Land is Your Land.” She went 

on to perform many of her best 

known songs including, "Poker 

Face,”  "Born This Way" and 

"Bad Romance.”  A swarm of 

300 LED equip Intel drones ac-

companied her. 

The Super Bowl com-

mercials are many people's fa-

vorites. A thirty second commer-

cial costs a whopping 5.2 million 

dollars. As fans watch the game, 

they enjoy popular food items 

such as, pizza and buffalo wings. 

The Super Bowl has always 

been a beloved event, and Super 

Bowl LI was one for the record 

books. 
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County Band 

By Grace Hurd 

This year Wilson Area 

High School and Saucon Valley 

High School are hosting the 

Northampton County Band. The 

concert will be held at Saucon 

Valley High School. 

On January 21st and Feb-

ruary 18th, the band, made up of 

105 band members from nine 

different school districts in the 

Northampton County, practiced 

different pieces of music, includ-

ing “Sky Dance,” “Chant and 

Jubilo,” “ March of the Trolls” 

and five more pieces of music. 

The members of each band had a 

chance to meet people from other 

schools and share different ideas 

and memories of their bands. 

The county band performance 

will be held on March 18th, 

2017. There will be an excellent 

arrangement of music with band 

members of the county. The band 

hopes that everyone will come 

and support their performance.  
Pictures courtesy of The Echo 



 Everyone experiences the 

drag of Freshman year! The transi-

tion from the middle school’s rules to 

heavier and harder courses can be 

tough. Here are some tips to help 

you: 

Don’t overdo it: 
Do yourself a favor and don’t 

take on too many activities 

and hard courses. You should 

only commit to activities and 

courses that you know you’ll 

be able to handle without 

drowning. 

Don’t procrastinate: 
Try to get things done as soon 

as possible. The longer you 

wait to do a school project or 

finish your independent read-

ing book, the more you’ll 

stress about getting it done. 

Use study halls: 
Study halls are a blessing! 

You may think it sounds like 

a great time to nap or play the 

8 ball app with friends, but 

trust me study halls will 

DEFINITELY relieve some 

of that schoolwork that’s suf-

focating you. 

Challenge yourself: 
Take on classes that may be 

tougher on you or an activity 

that you’ve never been a part 

of. The best way to merge into 

a new environment is to get 

involved and take on new 

things. 

Make friends: 
It may seem silly because you 

already have your “set” 

friends, but throughout high 

school, you will lose friends. 

Plus, socializing and meeting 

new people will give you new 

perspectives and help you 

learn from experiences. 

Have fun: 
High school may seem like a 

burden, but try to have fun. 

High school goes by so fast, 

and once you graduate you’ll 

have bigger stresses than be-

coming the most popular in 

school. 

How to Survive Freshman Year 
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This past month, 

Wilson Warrior Cheer-

leaders went on a trip to 

Disney World in Or-

lando, Florida to com-

pete for a spot at a na-

tional title. While com-

peting, they stayed at the 

All-Star Music Resort 

from February 9th to 

14th. Although the girls 

did not place in the Na-

tionals Competition, they 

were one of two teams 

from District 11 to make 

it to semifinals, not an 

easy accomplishment. 

In their free time, 

the cheerleaders got to 

explore the different 

theme parks, compete, 

and soak up the sun. This 

trip gave them a nice 

needed break from the 

regular routine of school 

and gave them a chance 

to show off their talent. 

The Wilson 

Cheerleaders are consid-

ered one of the best in 

the Lehigh Valley. Many 

of the team's seniors had 

a bittersweet feeling 

about going to Disney 

for the last time. Seeing 

that the cheerleading 

team has competed at 

Nationals for the past 

four years in a row, it 

was hard for them to 

come to terms with being 

on the mat one last time. 

The Wilson Cheerleaders 

have made Wilson 

proud. Good luck to all 

the seniors on their fu-

ture endeavors! 
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Head Volleyball Coach Leaves 

By Makayla Mckinney 

Sara Bray-Ulrich 

coached the Wilson War-

rior softball team for al-

most five years. Last sea-

son however, was her last. 

In December, Coach 

Ulrich held a mandatory 

meeting in the cafeteria for 

all returning players. She 

then announced to the team 

she was resigning as head 

coach due to the fact that 

she was due to have a baby 

girl in February of 2017. It 

was an emotional meeting 

for everyone because most 

of the girls have grown up 

waiting for her to be there 

with them on senior night. 

Because of her resignation, 

there was a search for a 

new head coach. 

There were few ap-

plications ,but athletic di-

rector, Rosie Amato, came 

to a conclusion. Wilson 

Area High School social 

studies teacher Miss Arnold 

was hired to be head coach 

this season. Assisting her 

are former coaches Joe Spi-

talli (Speedy) and Michaela 

Moninghoff. They have all 

been involved with the pro-

gram and are ready to help 

make this season a success. 

Wilson softball 

player, Tori Loebsack, 

stated, “I really think with a 

fresh start, we have a good 

chance of making it to dis-

tricts this year. We have a 

lot of talent coming up, and 

I think it is going to be a 

good season.” Be sure to 

check out the Wilson soft-

ball and baseball teams this 

season! 



 On the third Monday 
of January, people in the 

United States celebrate the 

life of Martin Luther King Jr. 

to acknowledge all of his 

achievements and honor his 

life. 

King was born as Mi-

chael King Jr. on January 15, 
1929, but he changed his 

name to Martin Luther King 

Jr. to follow his father, Mar-

tin Luther King Sr., in honor-

ing the German Protestant 

religious leader. He grew up 

in Atlanta, Georgia. 
King was a Baptist 

minister and social activist 

who led the Civil Rights 

Movement in the mid 1950’s. 

He played a role in ending 

the segregation of African-

American citizens in the US, 

leading the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and also the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965. King was 

most famous for his “I have a 

Dream Speech.” where more 
than 200,000 people traveled 

to the Lincoln Memorial to 

hear him speak about the 

March on Washington. He em-

phasized his belief that, some-

day, all men could be brothers. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

made sure that the African 
American people and Cauca-

sian people were equal. He 

fought hard for everything he 

believed in, and that is why, 

throughout the U.S, we cele-

brate these memorable events 

he took part in. 
Most schools celebrate 

MLK Day by having off on 

that Monday, and during that 

week in elementary schools, 

middle schools, and some high 

schools, they learn more about 

him and his significance in 

helping all people. 
For many years, all 

children and adults remain 

thankful for what King did, 

and to this day everyone will 
remember him and his fight to 

end segregation. 

On April 4th, 1968, 

Martin Luther King Jr. was as-

sassinated by James Earl Ray. 

He was struck by the sniper's 

bullet at the Lorraine Motel out-

side of his room on the balcony. 
Although cut short, King’s life 

had a great impact on race rela-

tions in the United States, and 

will continue to do so for dec-

ades to come. 

Martin Luther King Day 
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 A mass shooting at 

the city’s Quebec Islamic 

Cultural Center in Quebec 

City, took place on January 

29th, 2017. Six people 

were killed, while eight 

sustained injuries. Out of 

the eight who were injured, 

six are said to be in critical 

condition. Thirty-nine were 

unharmed. 

The suspect who 

was charged with murder 

in the shooting was identi-

fied as 27-year old Alexan-

der Bissonnette. He was a 

“lone wolf.” Bissonnette is 

facing six counts of first-

degree murder and five at-

tempted murder charges. 

He was a student at Laval 

University in Quebec City. 

Mohamed el Khadir was 

initially reported as an ad-

ditional suspect but was 

later identified as a witness 

by the police. 

Philippe Couillard, 

Canadian province’s pre-

mier, has declared this 

shooting a terrorist act. Po-

lice have said that they 

have this situation all under 

control. 

At least five out of 

the eight who were injured 

were receiving treatment at 

the University Hospital of 

Quebec. The other victims 

are in hospitals throughout 

the city. 

Canadian Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau 

took to Twitter to say the 

following, “Tonight, Cana-

dians grieve for those killed 

in a cowardly attack on a 

mosque in Quebec City. 

My thoughts are with vic-

tims and their fami-

lies” (https://twitter.com/

JustinTrudeau/

status/82591019607772364

8). 

People who are 

South of the Canadian bor-

der say that they are moni-

toring this situation and will 

be directing special atten-

tion to all the New York 

City mosques and other 

houses of worship. The 

city’s mayor, Bill de Blasio, 

has said a number of times 

that New York’s mosques 

will be provide additional 

support from the police de-

partment, in a third attempt 

to remove the doubts and 

fears of New York City’s 

muslim residents. New 

York City is one of the 

central points where pro-

tests are taking place 

against President Trump’s 

travel ban, which prohibits 

any travel from a number 

of muslim-majority coun-

tries. 

The United States 

President, Donald Trump, 

called Justin Trudeau fol-

lowing the shooting in 

Quebec City. According to 

a release from the Cana-

dian Prime Minister, Presi-

dent Trump offered his 

condolences and offered to 

provide any assistance that 

may be needed. 
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Valentine's Day celebrates 

love, but it is honored differently 

in every country. 

For example, in South Ko-

rea the women give gifts to men 

starting on February 14th ,but on 

March 14th, a holiday known as 

White Day, men give gifts to 

women. In Brazil they have the 

Dia dos Namorados on June 12th. 

They give gifts and have music 

festivals and performances, which 

are held throughout the country. 

In South Africa women 

pin the names of their love inter-

est on their shirts. This is an an-

cient Roman tradition known as 

Lupercalia. Although Valentine's 

day in Denmark is a relatively 

new holiday, they celebrate it by 

giving their loved one  pressed 

white flowers, which are called 

snowdrops. 

In China they celebrate 

Qixi, which is similar to Valen-

tine's Day. It is based on a legend 

in which Zhinu, who is the daugh-

ter of a king and Niulang, a poor 

cowherd, fell in love, married and 

had twins. When Zhinu’s father 

learned of their marriage, he sent 

Zhinu back to the stars. When he 

heard the cries of Niulang and the 

children, the king allowed Zhinu 

and Niulang to meet once a year 

on Qixi. 

During Qixi, the women 

prepare offerings go to temples 

and pray for happiness and pros-

perity. On this day they watch as 

stars, Vega and Altair, (Zhinu and 

Niulang) come close during the 

star-crossed pair’s annual reunion. 

Every culture has their 

own unique traditions for Valen-

tine's Day. 

Valentine’s Day 
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"In a poll of over 100 students at Wilson Area 

High School, participants were asked to predict 

which team would win the Super Bowl. The 

results were as follows:" 

 

(Full article can be found on Page 5.) 
67%

33% Patriots

Falcons

Poll: Regarding the Winner of Super Bowl 51 



A common discussion throughout this winter season has been about how much snowfall there will be. With 

that in mind: 

    So far this winter, a total of 8.7 inches have fallen in the Wilson area. This amount comes from five dif-

ferent snowstorms. Interestingly enough, only one of these snowstorms was major, meaning that it produced 

more than three inches of snow. This does not mean much in comparison to the statistics from previous sea-

sons (see table for more information). 

    So why has there been so little snow so far this year? Well, the answer is two-fold. First, there has been a 

lack of precipitation occurring. Statistics prove this to be true considering how often precipitation occurred 

over the last four winters. Secondly, there has been a lack of colder temperatures occurring. Statistics also 

prove this be true considering how often temperatures went below freezing over the last four winters.  

    This winter has been unusual, but weather fluctuates… hopefully the summer will not be as extreme. 
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Let It Snow? 

By Michael Jablonski 

Season Snow Total 

(in.) 

Number of 

Snowstorms 

Number of Major 

Snowstorms 

Precipitation 

Frequency 

Frequency of 

Temperatures 

Below Zero 

2016-

2017 

8.7 5 1 40% 17% 

2015-

2016 

36.2 9 1 53% 26% 

2014-

2015 

50.1 26 5 53% 41% 

2013-

2014 

67.2 23 4 50% 47% 

Average 40.55 15.75 2.75 49% 32.75% 


