
had a fantastic time enter-

taining the children. All 

the children came dressed 

as their favorite princess, 

excited to take pictures 

with everyone.  

Mrs. Smith and 

Mrs. Dorsey helped put 

the entire event together 

alongside President Jes-

sica Buttner, Vice Presi-

dent Alec Buttner and the 

rest of the council. Over-

all, the smiles of all the 

children and participants 

indicated that a fun time 

was had by all. This was 

a wonderful way to raise 

money for the club and 

enrich the lives of the 

children in our commu-

nity at the same time. 

Hopefully it will become 

an annual event.  

 Student Council 

had a lot of fun with a new 

idea this year. On Satur-

day, December 13 2014, 

Student Council hosted 

their first Princess Fun 

Day in the high school 

cafeteria. The event was a 

rousing success.  

 Student Council 

girls and some additional 

students dressed up as 

Disney© princesses. All 

the members worked hard 

to make their costumes as 

authentic as possible, so 

the kids would truly be-

lieve they were the real 

princesses. Others also 

helped out at craft and 

snack stations. The event 

was open to local children 

and the turn-out was fan-

tastic. Approximately 250 

kids showed up to the 

event.  

 The children en-

joyed meeting the prin-

cesses: Ariel (Allison 

Reiter), Jasmine (Jenale 

Alfonso), Rapunzel (Emily 

Reiter), Snow White 

(Megan Webb), Pocahontas 

(Chavi Sharma), Merida 

(Blair Bell), Olaf (Alec 

Buttner), Elsa (Jessica 

Buttner), Anna (Emily 

Holder), Belle (Deni Lo-

sco) and Cinderella 

(Ashley Emann). Christmas 

City Studios was on hand 

to provide color photo-

graphs of the children with 

their favorite princesses. 

Each child got one free 

photograph and additional 

photographs were available 

for a nominal fee.  

 At the event, there 

were coloring stations, 

various craft stations, a 

tricky tray, story time with 

Belle and singing with 

Elsa. Donated snacks and 

goodies were also available 

for the kids. The students 

Princess Party 
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Sophomore Tyra 

Ott’s list of accomplish-

ments continues to grow. 

On, November 30th, 

2014, Ott was named the 

2014 lehighvalleylive 

Girls Tennis Player of 

the Year.  

Newspaper pub-

licity is nothing new for 

Ott. During the previous 

year, Ott was named the 

2013 Express Times 

Girls Tennis Player of 

the Year. Undoubtedly, 

both of her exemplary 

tennis seasons contrib-

uted to her distinction of 

being the Player of the 

Year two years in a row.  

This year, Ott 

boasted an impressive 17

-2 record. She only lost 

two of her matches to 

Notre Dame’s Coco 

Chen and Southern Le-

high’s Nine De Luna; 

however, Ott avenged 

both of her losses by the 

end of the season. On 

October 6th, 2014, Ott 

beat Coco Chen of Notre 

Dame in the District 11 

Class AA girls’ tennis 

singles championship at 

Lehigh University. One 

month later, she went on 

to defeat Bronwyne Mel-

lot of McConnellsburg in 

the PIAA Class AA girls’ 

tennis singles champion-

ships in Hershey, PA. 

 Ott was the first 

female from District 11 

to bring home the gold 

and win the state cham-

pionship. Moreover, her 

victory has drawn atten-

tion to Wilson Area High 

School, a school that is 

not known to have pros-

perous tennis teams. Ott 

has set a precedent for 

success at Wilson and 

hopefully more students 

will be inspired to join 

the tennis team. Until 

next fall, we only can 

look forward to hearing 

about Ott’s future tennis 

achievements. 
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 In November 

2014, the United States 

and China, the world’s 

two largest polluters, 

made an agreement to 

cut carbon emissions and 

discuss the countries’ 

effects on global warm-

ing. The United States is 

set to reduce carbon 

emissions 26-28 percent 

by 2025. China plans to 

reach peak emissions by 

2030 and increase the 

amount of non-fossil fu-

els used by 20 percent by 

2030. The agreement is 

historical because it is 

the first time a power 

country has promised to 

cut carbon emissions; 

this promise sets the 

stage for other countries 

to create environmental 

programs.  

 President Obama 

and Premier Xi hope that 

their agreement can in-

fluence other world pow-

ers into cutting their car-

bon emissions. It came 

as a surprise to the world 

that China and the 

United States would be 

the first to cooperate on 

an environmental bill as 

both countries’ econo-

mies will be affected by 

the agreement and future 

plans. China has already 

revolutionized solar en-

ergy, and by doing such, 

lowered the prices of so-

lar panels. Development 

on clean energy in the 

United States and China 

will most likely continue 

as the countries push to 

lower their carbon foot-

prints. President Obama 

faces a decision on what 

environmentally harmful 

programs, such as the 

XL pipeline and frack-

ing, to allow and which 

ones he will stop in the 

name of environmental 

improvement.  

 The decisions of 

both President Obama 

and Premier Xi have 

been influenced by pro-

tests in their countries 

for environmental pro-

grams and protection. No 

large actions have been 

taken by either country 

to begin their decrease in 

carbon emissions. The 

presidents succeeding 

Obama will be the ones, 

along with future Con-

gresses, who make and 

take actual steps to cut-

ting the United States 

carbon emissions. Other 

countries will have to 

take steps to improve the 

environment, as well, for 

there to be a significant 

impact. 
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 A young African 

American teenager by 

the name of Michael 

Brown, age 18, was shot 

and killed by police offi-

cer Darren Wilson in 

Ferguson, Missouri on 

August 9, 2014. Brown 

was believed to be un-

armed, and was previ-

ously accused of robbing 

a convenience store. 

Wilson argues that 

Brown was violent 

throughout the confron-

tation, but witnesses say 

that Brown was trying to 

escape from Wilson. 

Brown was shot six 

times while being chased 

by Wilson as Brown at-

tempted to surrender. 

Wilson challenged that 

he was shooting Brown 

to avoid a harmful sus-

pect from taking off. Po-

lice Chief Tom Jackson 

says that Wilson was not 

completely certain that 

the robbery was done by 

Brown, but still fired.  

 Racism was 

brought up as the key 

factor to the death of 

Brown. Darnell Hunt, an 

expert of race relations, 

compares the situation to 

the shooting of Trayvon 

Martin, “Not only was 

this something that af-

fected people across the 

country, but other people 

realized that the fate of 

Trayvon was possibly the 

fate of their own sons.” 

Wilson claimed that 

Brown was a major threat 

to his life. In a statement 

to the grand jury, Wilson 

summoned racial stereo-

types by characterizing 

Brown as an unstoppa-

ble, violent brute who 

would kill him in one 

punch even though Wil-

son’s wounds weren’t 

severe.  

The recognized overreac-

tions against primarily 

black men were consid-

ered to be racist. Protests 

started to rise as the story 

line became more infec-

tious to the people of the 

town and many more. 

Protestors would march, 

chant, set fire to build-

ings, fire guns, and force-

fully throw objects at po-

lice. Acts of violence got 

a reaction from police 

with tear gas, rubber bul-

lets, and sound cannons. 

The media and the pro-

testors complained that 

police would stop the 

people that were acting 

peacefully, which inten-

sified the circumstances.  

“Hands up, don’t shoot” 

became the slogan of the 

protest after claims that 

Brown tried to surrender 

prior to Wilson shooting 

him. It is a disgrace to 

see that even now racial 

stereotypes are con-

stantly occurring. I see 

the protests as a way of 

expressing the anger of 

the people for the officer 

to automatically make 

assumptions because of 

Brown’s exterior. Be-

cause Brown was a 

young African American 

and Wilson was a white 

officer, it puts an ex-

treme affect on the issues 

of race, justice, and po-

lice violence. Your color 

should not be the reason 

for being shot. Only your 

actions should be a rea-

son, but Brown’s actions 

did not prove enough of 

a reason. Assumptions 

are not a reasonable ex-

planation for why you 

would shoot someone. 

Brown had a life to live 

beyond his mistakes and 

the actions by Wilson 

were absolutely disheart-

ening.  

Insight into Ferguson Riots: Pro 
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 The American 

people are in an uproar, 

claiming police justice is 

nothing more than racist 

brutality. Expressing 

their outrage, cities 

across the United States 

suffer the brunt of fum-

ing emotions as riots 

erupt. However, the 

question remains, does 

the death of one man jus-

tify such distraction? 

Does it justify the ruina-

tion of multitudes of 

businesses and homes?   

 While many may 

claim that rioting gains 

the much needed atten-

tion for such 

"discriminatory" acts, no 

one realizes the magni-

tude of their choices. 

The Ferguson rioting left 

rows upon rows of 

scorched cars and build-

ings, while houses and 

other businesses suffered 

from looting, smashed 

windows, and destroyed 

property to the total of 

over $3 million dollars. 

Destroyed businesses, 

whether self-owned or 

corporate run, left many 

employees without a job 

and no source of income 

for their families during 

the harsh winter months. 

Innocent people now 

suffer due to the public's 

inability to express their 

distress and disagree-

ment without violence.  

 To make matters 

worse, of the hundreds 

who rallied together to 

achieve "justice" for Mi-

chael Browne, only a 

few actually knew of 

him and/or of the cir-

cumstances that lead to 

his eventual death. How 

can "justice" be achieved 

if no one knows who the 

victim is and what issue 

is being called into ques-

tion? It can't be.   

 Regretfully, New 

York also suffered from 

a similar incident in 

which an African Ameri-

can man died by the 

hands of a police officer. 

Rioting also erupted in 

the streets of the Big Ap-

ple, and although to a 

smaller degree, some 

damage was done. Put-

ting aside property dam-

age, there clearly exists a 

bigger issue regarding 

the damage rendered by 

the rioting: the relation-

ship between police offi-

cers and the general pub-

lic. Tainted by the riots 

and the deaths of two 

African-American men, 

the image of all police is 

now affected. Men and 

women who have sworn 

to protect every Ameri-

can citizen are being 

called into question. Men 

and women who readily 

sacrificed their lives dur-

ing 9/11 and every catas-

trophic event ever since 

are being asked if they 

are really doing their 

jobs, if they are really 

putting their lives on the 

line every day. With the 

amount of innocent lives 

saved, why do we ques-

tion all those who are 

good and forget to ques-

tion those who are cor-

rupt?  
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 The 2014 UCA 

Regional competition 

has just past and the Wil-

son Warrior cheerleaders 

brought home fourth 

place, securing a bid to 

Nationals. With such an 

important competition 

coming up, we asked our 

cheerleaders, how do 

they prepare themselves?  

 Senior Nina Wil-

son talks about their two 

to three hour practices 

every day. The girls have 

to be at the Avona Ele-

mentary school by 3:30 

with the mats rolled out, 

stretching and condition-

ing. Not only do they 

focus on perfecting their 

routine, but they are al-

ways working on perfect-

ing new skills. 

 This year, the Warrior 

cheerleaders have faced a 

more than usual amount 

of injuries. Every sport 

has their fair share of in-

juries, but when it hap-

pens the night before the 

Northeast Regional, you 

can imagine the panic 

these girls experienced. 

One of the main flyers, 

Morgan Calantoni, broke 

her ankle coming down 

from a stunt. Instead of 

giving up, the Warrior 

Cheerleaders fought 

harder. Sophomore Jess 

Oduro, who never flew in 

a competition before, was 

put in the air. They 

pulled through for Tom’s 

River, but the injuries 

didn’t stop there. The 

girls are currently with-

out two of their main 

bases and still down a 

main flyer.   

 Their coach, Lisa 

Keith, has every belief 

that they will continue to 

pull through. Coach 

Keith boasts about her 

team saying, “This is the 

most talented group of 

girls I have coached in 

my career. Their heart 

and dedication goes be-

yond compare, and I 

have no doubt they will 

succeed in everything 

they do.” 

mer literacy program. The books 

donated will be handed out to 

children from our community 

who participate in the program.   

In addition to a sense of satisfac-

tion, students may be motivated 

to donate for extra credit points. 

Select teachers around the school 

will be encouraged to participate 

by allowing students to bring in 

books for bonus points.  

 The National Honor Soci-

 The spirit of giving 

will surely thrive throughout 

the halls of Wilson Area High 

School this Spring. Our Na-

tional Honor Society has 

planned another ambitious 

project: a school wide book 

drive.  

This event will encourage stu-

dents to donate new or gently 

used books for ProJeCt's sum-

ety generously donated their  suc-

cessful proceeds from their previ-

ous fall food drive to ProJeCt of 

Easton, a local food bank con-

cerned with benefitting society 

through charitable actions. Lo-

cated in the heart of Easton, Pro-

JeCt has been part of the commu-

nity, helping people to help them-

selves, since 1968. Thanks to the 

generous efforts of NHS, our 

school and overall district  is a 

happier, brighter place. 

Road to Nationals 
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 As the student 

body is now well aware, 

Skyward is the replace-

ment software, utilized 

by the school district, to 

calculate grade point av-

erages.  This program, 

originally, was not able 

to conform to Wilson's 

previous formula to cal-

culate grade point aver-

ages. When first marking 

period report cards were 

distributed, it caused a 

mass uproar due to the 

severe drop in averages.  

 In previous years, 

the high school averaged 

each student's grades to 

be used as a grade for a 

study hall period. For 

instance, if a student had 

all A's, then their aver-

age for study hall would 

be an A within that 

range. However, Sky-

ward did not have the 

ability to average each 

individual’s grades to 

contribute toward study 

hall classes. The district 

devised a plan to give 

every student a B in 

study hall.  

 Bam! The hall-

ways, twitter, and vari-

ous other social media 

sites exploded with an-

ger, complaints, and in-

appropriate, yet witty 

jabs at the school's new 

scale. Students went as 

far as to try to organize a 

walk-out, which is obvi-

ously an extreme meas-

ure to take in this cir-

cumstance. The students’ 

main goal was to have 

Wilson recognize the 

disagreement with the 

new GPA calculation 

method and problems 

that would ensue with 

sudden drops in GPA, 

specifically for the sen-

ior class applying to col-

leges. However, al-

though the student body 

was extremely angry at 

the school for this new 

policy, most students did 

not fully understand the 

efforts being put forth to 

fix this issue.   

 Mr. Martuscelli 

came to every math class 

in order to explain how 

GPA’s were calculated. 

In addition, he met with 

numerous parents to dis-

cuss the new calculations 

and assert his efforts in 

trying to have Skyward 

create a program that 

would allow for the pre-

vious calculation 

method.   

 Thankfully, Sky-

ward agreed to accom-

modate our school's for-

mula and are currently 

working to create a pro-

gram. As the second 

marking period comes to 

an end, I am sure the stu-

dent body will be 

pleased with their grade 

point averages, as they 

will return to their previ-

ous level.  
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 The winter track 

season has begun. These 

three months of winter 

track will be plenty of 

time to get the numerous 

current runners, as well 

as any new runners, in 

shape for the outdoor 

season, especially out-

door track.  

 Winter track has 

five different groups in-

volved, including the 

distance runners, sprint-

ers, hurdlers, throwers 

and jumpers. Each group 

has their designated 

coach, and they are to 

work out just about every 

single day. It may seem 

like a lot of pressure, but 

it is definitely worth it. 

There may be a few week

-long breaks every once 

in a while, so runners 

will be able to rest up.  

 Distance runners 

run outside, whether the 

sun is shining, the snow 

is falling, or rain is pour-

ing. The only exceptions 

to this would be severe 

weather, including bliz-

zards and thunderstorms. 

All of the other groups 

run on the track, as long 

as the snow doesn’t get 

in the way of it. If the 

weather does turn out 

severe, every group gath-

ers together and stays 

inside to run laps around 

the gym.  

 This course can 

get students in shape for 

many of the spring 

sports. Outdoor track is 

especially a great sport, 

because you’re basically 

preparing for it with all 

the running in winter 

track.    

 

Winter Track  
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may require a slightly higher 

serving of each food group, the 

portions are similar. 

 How you eat all the time is im-

portant to prepare your body to 

perform at its peak ability. 

Whether it is training day, recov-

ery day, or game day, fueling 

your body with the correct foods 

is imperative to your success. 

 On training days, you should eat 

low-glycemic meals. Low- gly-

cemic means to reduce sugar 

spikes in your blood. These 

meals help burn calories, give 

 How does food and drink 

affect your athletic performance? 

Whether you are a varsity athlete 

or a person who is trying to get 

more physically active, it is impor-

tant to fuel your body with the 

proper vitamins and nutrients to 

perform at the best of your ability. 

Nutritional requirements do not 

differ much between athletes and 

lesser active students. Both the ath-

lete and sedentary student require 

the same amount of the “Five Food 

Groups,” which consist of fats, 

protein, vitamins, carbohydrates, 

and minerals. Although the athlete 

Sport Nutrition 

By: Joseph Espinal 

you energy when you are tired, 

and allow you to work on a full 

stomach due to its “slow-

burning” carbohydrates. Low-

glycemic meals are found in 

oatmeal, bran cereal, yogurt, 

and whole-wheat bread. 

 On recovery days, avoid the 

urge to have an unhealthy 

snack. Use this time to recover 

correctly and consume glyco-

gen-storing foods/drinks, such 

as chocolate milk, bananas, and 

peanut butter. 

 Finally, on game days, eat very 

light foods from breakfast to 2-

½ hours before your race or 

game. Granola bars, protein 

bars, bananas, and staying hy-

drated can assist you in per-

forming very well. 



 Do you think you 

have what it takes to 

play at the collegiate 

level? If so, there are a 

few steps to becoming a 

college athlete. In order 

to “get yourself out 

there,” you need to be an 

outstanding and commit-

ted student willing to 

work on and off the 

courts and fields. It’s not 

easy to get yourself re-

cruited, but with a little 

hard work and dedica-

tion, you can make 

things happen.  

 For starters, you 

need to make yourself an 

NCAA Eligibility ac-

count. On the NCAA 

website you can create 

your own account and 

profile with your per-

sonal stats, positions, 

coaches’ names and 

numbers, and of course 

the sport or sports that 

you play. This is one 

way of allowing coaches 

all around to view your 

interests, history, and 

statistics.  

 Figuring out what 

colleges you’re inter-

ested in and what col-

leges seem to be right for 

you should be your next 

step. Keep in mind that 

you won’t only be play-

ing sports in college, you 

will be furthering your 

education to the next 

level. Once you know 

where you could possi-

bly see yourself, visit the 

college website and go to 

“Athletics.” Under that 

category you will find 

“Prospective Athlete 

Questionnaires.” Make 

sure to fill one out and 

then email the coach 

from that school telling 

them where you’re from, 

explaining your interest 

in your sport, and asking 

what you can do to get 

your recruiting process 

going. They will usually 

get back to you asking 

for sports and commu-

nity history, along with a 

recommendation letter 

from your coach, and 

usually a highlight video, 

along with other necessi-

ties, like SAT/ACT 

scores and your GPA 

and class rank. 

 A word of ad-

vice: don’t set yourself 

on only Division I athlet-

ics. There are 346 col-

leges and universities 

that offer DI sports, 300 

colleges and universities 

that offer DII sports, and 

450 colleges and univer-

sities that offer DIII 

sports. The NCAA has 

over 460,000 student-

athletes performing 

every year. College 

sports offer the student-

athlete opportunities to 

learn, compete, and suc-
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 Odell Beckham 

Jr. surprised America as 

he caught an amazing 

touchdown pass with 

three fingers.  

 Not only did he 

catch the ball with three 

fingers, he stretched his 

arm back, and caught the 

ball from behind him. 

Many sports fans say 

that it was one of the 

best catches of all time, 

if not, the best of all 

time. The Giants receiver 

is one of the biggest 

names in football right 

now.   

Scientists analyzed Eli 

Manning’s throw to 

Beckham. Traveling 

from the 48 yard line at 

46 miles per hour, scien-

tist John Eric Goff con-

cluded that the football 

was heading out of 

bounds. In order for 

Beckham to catch the 

ball, he would have had 

to bring the football to a 

complete stop, bringing 

its linear momentum to 

arrest, in 0.2 seconds. 

Plus, the pass was being 

interfered with by Bran-

don Carr. His hands were 

rapped around 

Beckham’s arms, and he 

was holding Beckham’s 

shoulders and his stom-

ach.                                                                                                  

The interference was 

very obvious since two 

flags went flying in the 

air.                                                                                                    

Beckham did have some 

help with his catch. Nike 

made a glove with the 

help of Beckham, his 

teammate Victor Cruz, 

Dez Bryant, and Larry 

Fitzgerald. This glove 

has overlays of tacky 

mesh in the palm and 

curved fingers that 

mimic the natural bends 

of the hand. It seemed 

like the glove was the 

only thing that helped 

him. Otherwise, accord-

ing to physicists and me-

chanical engineers, it 

was like superhuman 

activity.  

Odell Beckham Jr. Miracle Catch  
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 The Eagles had a great 

start to the season and everyone 

had their hopes up. Then, Nick 

Foles broke his collar bone in 

week seven against the Houston 

Texans. 

Former New York Jets quarter-

back Mark Sanchez began to start 

for the Eagles. He was, at best, 

mediocre. There were times when 

he did a good job for the Eagles, 

and then there were times when 

The Philadelphia Eagles: Contenders or Pretenders   

By: Ryfare Rivers 

he would be exposed as sub-par 

by great teams like the Green 

Bay Packers and Seattle Sea-

hawks. He was a very inconsis-

tent player. 

The Eagles went from 9-3, to los-

ing two home games against the 

Seahawks and Cowboys. Then, 

they lost again against the Red-

skins, which I believe should 

have been an easy win.  

The most disappointing aspect of 

this year's season is that the Ea-

gles were predicted to go 12-4. It 

was a bittersweet end of the sea-

son as they won their last game, 

but were unable to make the 

playoffs this year. 

Now that the season is over and 

the Eagles concluded their sea-

son with a record of 10-6, the 

same as last season, fans are 

hopeful that the Eagles will have 

better results next year. 

 
 



 The winter 

months are a special time 

for everyone. This time 

of the year is the time for 

family, friends, 

and….presents!  Howeve

r, during this significant 

time comes big responsi-

bility for all people in 

our community.    

 Being successful 

comes with great respon-

sibility to help contribute 

and provide for oth-

ers. While we may be 

relaxed in our cozy 

homes, people in the Le-

high Valley do not have 

the same luxuries. Give 

back to the community 

during these months!   

 There are so 

many things we can do 

to contribute to the mem-

bers of our society. We 

should emphasize the 

importance of outreach 

in the community to all, 

especially at a young 

age.  Many people think 

of “giving back” as do-

nating money to the soci-

ety.  However, there are 

multiple other ways we 

can give back to the 

community.  All across 

the nation, cities and 

towns have people who 

need could benefit from 

the simple compassion 

from others.  

Go out of your comfort 

zone and organize a park 

clean up, or tutor 

younger children in the 

Elementary or Intermedi-

ate schools. Each and 

every person in the com-

munity can find some-

thing that suits them! 

Younger kids need role 

models that inspire them 

to be successful and mo-

tivate them to achieve a 

better future!  

 Within the Le-

high Valley, you can 

volunteer at multiple 

places.  Help out animals 

at the SPCA, or try vol-

unteering at the Lehigh 

Valley Zoo. In addition, 

one can easily volunteer 

at the local library, espe-

cially during this time 

when library populations 

are going down.  Schools 

and community centers 

always need extra 

help. A simple job could 

help out the community 

in more ways than you 

can imagine! Lastly, you 

could try the food 

kitchen! There are multi-

ple food kitchens in the 

Lehigh Valley where 

many are trying to make 

improvements and ex-

pand their ser-

vices. Remember, just go 

a bit out of your way to 

make this winter special 

for someone.  
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By: Chavi Sharma 



 It’s a new year, 

once again, and as the 

distant memory of De-

cember fades, we look to 

start a clean slate for the 

new year. For many peo-

ple, this idea of reinven-

tion is motivated by 

making new year’s reso-

lutions.  

 The usual 

changes on the list in-

clude exercising, dieting 

and going green, but 

these are just a few of 

the ways to live a hap-

pier, healthier lifestyle. 

My suggestions for some 

new year’s resolutions 

start off simply: be nicer 

to people. A small and 

slight gesture, like a 

smile, can go a long 

way. Today, people are 

too self-absorbed and 

cranky to realize the im-

pact their attitude can 

have on others. Keep in 

mind that your compas-

sion could affect the out-

come of someone else’s 

day.  

  My next resolu-

tion is an eye-roller, but 

it’s here for a reason: 

don’t procrastinate. Pro-

ductivity is one of the 

most essential tools for 

staying on a steady path 

to success. Nothing feels 

better than the comfort-

ing sense of accomplish-

ment. Completing all of 

your work and being 

able to focus on non-

priorities is relaxing.  

Another suggestion I 

have might make me 

sound like your mom, 

but it’s a pretty impor-

tant one: learn about dif-

ferent current events. 

Keeping in touch with 

the world not only makes 

you sound smarter when 

talking to your friends, 

but it can also open your 

eyes and shape your per-

ception and views on 

various topics. 

 Remember that no mat-

ter what you choose to 

change you don't have to 

wait until the start of a 

new year, always work 
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New Year, New You  

By: Annabelle Guaardsmoe  

A Look at This Winter 

By: Michael Jablonski 

 For the most part, 

the first half of the win-

ter has been a mild one. 

In the Northeast, tem-

peratures have been (on 

average) in the 30's, 

which is to be expected. 

If you are in the snow-

shoveling business, then 

it would not hurt to get a 

second job. At just about 

2 inches, the precipita-

tion amounts are minute 

compared to last year. 

All of this is due to a 

very weak El Nino. (El 

Nino is a complex series 

of changes in the climate 

that affect how winter 

will be in different parts 

of the world.) By com-

parison, most of the rest 

of the United States is 

having a dry and warm 

winter. 

 According to 

Farmer's Almanac the 

remainder of this winter 

will be more of a wet 

one. El Nino is expected 

to strengthen, though it 

will still be weak, for the 

most part. However, 

there will be more snow 

than normal. Expect the 

usual icicle-forming tem-

peratures throughout the 

months of February and 

March. For those sum-

mer people out there, 

just be glad that this win-

ter has been milder than 

the previous one and 

wait for spring to come. 


