
a Baby, among others. He 

was a stage actor, appear-

ing on Broadway for a 

brief time. He was a 

singer and a songwriter, a 

poet, and a photographer.  

 Nimoy died at the 

age of 83 due to compli-

cations of COPD. He was 

tweeting with his fans 

even days before his 

death. His co-star Wil-

liam Shatner (Captain 

Kirk) wrote of him, "I 

loved him like a brother. 

We will all miss his hu-

mor, his talent and his 

capacity to love." Leo-

nard Nimoy will be 

missed by all. 

 The world lost a 

legend on February 27, 

2015 with the passing of 

extraordinary actor, Leo-

nard Nimoy. Born Leo-

nard Simon Nimoy, 

March 26, 1931 in Boston, 

Massachusetts, he rose to 

iconic fame for his por-

trayal of Mr. Spock in the 

Star Trek franchise. Ni-

moy began portraying 

Spock in 1965 and contin-

ued to play him through 

the rest of his life, even in 

the recent 2009 Star Trek 

reboot and its sequel in 

2013.  

One of the many iconic 

symbols the character was 

known for was the Vulcan 

salute and Spock's priestly 

blessing of "live long and 

prosper." Nimoy created 

these two features of his 

character himself. Nimoy 

also wrote two books about 

his role as Spock. The first 

book was called I am not 

Spock (1975) and the sec-

ond book was called I am 

Spock (1995). The books 

show his own difficulty in 

dealing with being attached 

to such an iconic role. 

 It is important to 

note that Nimoy was much 

more than just an actor. He 

was a film director, direct-

ing hit film Three Men and 

Leonard Nimoy 
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The cast of Leader of the 

Pack took audiences 

back to the 1960s on 

March 13, 14, and 15. 

The musical Leader of 

the Pack tells the story of 

Ellie Greenwich through 

her timeless musical hits. 

Music in the show 

ranged from “Da Do Ron 

Ron” to “Be My Baby”.  

 The cast of the 

show put in long, hard 

hours to perfect their 

performances and their 

hard work certainly paid 

off! The audiences were 

wowed by the amazing 

vocals and energetic 

dance numbers. Brian 

Kuntz was funny and 

charismatic in his lead-

ing role of Jeff Barry. 

The soloists’ perform-

ances captivated audi-

ences. Senior Toni Mess-

man started the show off 

on a high with "Be My 

Baby." “Rock of Rages” 

sung by Bridget McGinn 

as Ellie Greenwich was 

astounding and full of 

passion. Senior Emily 

Reiter delighted the audi-

ence with her beautiful, 

captivating solo "Look of 

Love." Kairon Winn 

brought the audience to 

their feet with his impres-

sive dances moves and 

vocals during “Hanky 

Panky.” Additionally, 

audiences were bubbling 

with glee during "Chapel 

of Love" sung by trio, 

Hannah Patterson, Emily 

Reiter, and Lauren John-

son. Juniors Sundrena 

Muff and Leah Kun, and 

sophmore Bailey 

Washburn shined 

throughout various num-

bers. The large group 

dance numbers were very 

entertaining and accurate 

to the time period. Many 

audience members who 

were teenagers in the 

1960s reminisced after 

the show about having 

done similar dances.  

 Also, the costumes in 

Leader of the Pack were 

a personal favorite. They 

were very diverse for 

each person on stage, 

while still following the 

fashion of the time pe-

riod. Darlene Love, 

played by Annabelle 

Gaardsmoe, sparkled and 

shined every time she 

stepped on stage, in true 

Darlene Love fashion. 

The set was designed to 

make the actors stand 

out, which contributed to 

visual appeal. The re-

cording booth at the top 

of the set was the perfect 

touch and very true to 

the 60's music business. 

Unlike many other 

school's performances, 

the band accompanied 

the actors on the stage, 

which I personally liked.  

 I saw Leader of 

the Pack on Friday and 

Sunday. I was blown 

away both nights by the 

talent and dedication of 

the musical’s cast. If you 

did not see the show this 

year, make sure to come 

out and support the 

drama club at next year’s 

production. 

Leader of the Pack Review 
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 Superlatives, 

privileges, and gradua-

tion are important mile-

stones in every senior’s 

life. Perhaps the most 

important, definitely the 

most nerve-wracking, 

are graduation projects. 

Every year, the senior 

class has been issued a 

specific project to com-

plete in order to gradu-

ate. Students are able to 

choose between three 

projects: a job shadow, 

community service, or a 

research paper. Job shad-

owing involves logging 

in hours as an apprentice 

of a doctor, lawyer, or 

any other professional in 

the working world.  

 Community ser-

vice is similar to the job 

shadow in that the stu-

dent needs to dedicate 

their time to logging in 

at least forty hours, the 

only difference being 

that their projects are to 

center around assisting 

the community directly. 

Most students, having 

already completed their 

research papers in Eng-

lish class, choose that 

option. However, a chal-

lenge still lies in con-

structing their presenta-

tions. Each project, re-

gardless of which option 

is chosen, is required to 

include a PowerPoint 

presentation. On judg-

ment day, the student is 

required to present to 

several teachers for ten 

to fifteen minutes about 

their project, making 

sure not to go under or 

over the time limit. 

 For the shy sen-

ior, this aspect could be 

torcher. Fortunately, 

whenever faced with a 

struggling student, teach-

ers usually help by ask-

ing questions to prolong 

the presentations. Visual 

aids such as pictures are 

encouraged to be dis-

played in the Power-

Points, and some stu-

dents even bring in 

clothing or other items to 

further explain their pro-

ject.  
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 Wilson Area 

High School students 

will face a grueling end 

portion of the year. In 

the middle of the school 

year, students stress 

about midterms in hopes 

of being eligible to skip 

finals. Unfortunately, for 

most high school stu-

dents the pressure is con-

tinuing past midterms.  

 Students that 

opted to take an AP 

course will be taking an 

AP test. AP classes, also 

known as Advanced 

Placement, give students 

exposure to college-level 

material. The AP test, 

taken in May, is the final 

step students will take 

after a year of hard work 

in an AP class. A suc-

cessful score gives col-

leges and universities the 

opportunity to grant 

credit, placement, or 

both for those students 

that have achieved a high 

enough score on the 

course test. Most AP 

tests take two to three 

hours long, so students 

are encouraged to eat a 

good breakfast and have 

lunch and snacks to keep 

themselves going.  

 In addition to AP 

tests, there are SAT’s 

acknowledged as Scho-

lastic Aptitude Test. The 

Scholastic Aptitude Test 

evaluates your academic 

preparation for college. If 

students earn a strong 

score, it will open vari-

ous opportunities includ-

ing financial support and 

scholarships. Most stu-

dents take the SAT dur-

ing their junior or senior 

year of high school and 

almost all colleges and 

universities use the test 

for entrance decisions. 

Taking the SAT is the 

first stride to finding the 

right college for you to 

further extend your skills 

and pursue your pas-

sions. The SAT score and 

high school grades are a 

great predictor of educa-

tional victory in college.  

 There are also 

SAT subject tests that 

allow you to display 

achievement in a specific 

subject, particularly in 

areas where you ex-

cel. SAT Subject Tests 

permit you to distinguish 

yourself in the college 

admission process, or 

send a strong central 

message concerning your 

willingness to study spe-

cific majors in college.  

In addition to AP testing 

and SAT’s, Keystones 

are also designed to as-

sess proficiency. Key-

stone Exams include Al-

gebra 1, Literature, and 

Biology that will help 

school districts direct 

students towards meeting 

state standards. It is one 

element of Pennsyl-

vania’s system of high 

school graduation re-

quirements. As a Wilson 

Area High School stu-

dent, be sure to take your 

time and recheck your 

work to ensure exceed-

ingly great results on 

your testing. 

Spring Testing 
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 The Warrior 

cheerleaders recently 

wrapped up their season 

making more history 

than ever in Orlando, 

Florida at the UCA Na-

tionals. Participating in 

two events, the girls 

brought home two Na-

tional Finalist trophies. 

The events included a 

competition division and 

a game-day division. 

The competition division 

runs in a series of two 

days. The first day in-

cludes pre-lims and semi

-finals, and the second 

day is finals. The War-

rior cheerleaders took 

the mat during prelims, 

and hit a near perfect 

routine. While watching 

the rest of the 48 teams 

compete, the only thing 

to do is wait for an-

nouncements.  

For the first time ever in 

the Wilson Area School 

District history, the War-

rior cheerleaders skipped 

semi-finals and went 

straight to Finals! They 

beat out former National 

Champions like Burling-

ton Area and Del Val, 

both Jersey schools. 

Only four out of the 48 

teams make it straight to 

finals, so you can imag-

ine the excitement from 

the team. Senior and co-

captain, Morgan Calan-

toni, describes it to be 

one of the best feelings 

of her life: “Sitting there 

waiting to hear our name 

called for semi-finals is 

nerve wrecking. When 

we weren’t called, I 

thought it was the end of 

my cheering career. I 

don’t think we expected 

to go straight to finals, so 

when our name was 

called, the whole team 

burst into happy tears.” 

On Sunday, February 

8th, at 10:13pm, the 

Warrior cheerleaders 

took home the eleventh 

place trophy in the Final 

competition. With one 

stunt fall, and hands 

down in tumbling, the 

girls had a few deduction 

points. They placed two 

spots higher than last 

year's National competi-

tion, and when talking to 

senior and co-captain, 

Nina Wilson, she stated 

the main goal was to do 

better than last year. The 

girls had to perform a 

total of three times on 

Sunday. Along with the 

final competition, they 

competed twice in the 

Game-day division.  

Game-day division con-

sists of a defense cheer, a 

time-out cheer, and a 

band dance. It was the 

first time the Wilson 

cheerleaders competed 

nationally in this divi-

sion. They went straight 

to finals, again, and 

ended up placing fourth!  

 With all of the 

hard work the girls put in 

this 2014/2015 season, 

it's always a treat to end 

their season in Florida. 

The coaches set up a 

scavenger hunt around 

the resort to promote 

team bonding and ever-

lasting memories. They 

got "hopper passes" to 

all of the parks and en-

joyed the life of Disney. 

It is tradition to take 

team pictures in front of 

the famous Cinderella 

castle and ride at least 

one ride together in 

every park. The trip is a 

great competition, but 

also a great way to spend 

one last week with their 

teammates.  
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Boys Tennis 

 The boys tennis 

team has a challenging 

year ahead. The team 

lost many seniors, in-

cluding Chris Ott, Mikey 

Veres, and Collin 

Hagenbuch. Stepping up 

to take Ott’s spot at first 

singles is Scott Marceca. 

Brian Kuntz and Justin 

Hollshwandner play sec-

ond and third singles, 

respectively. The two 

doubles teams are com-

posed of newcomers 

John Boerchers, Erik 

Stiansen, Anthony 

DeArmas, and Joey Ja-

beir, who are all fresh-

men. The team hopes to 

win at least half of its 

matches. 

Girls Softball 

 The girls softball 

team intends to uphold 

last year’s illustrious re-

cord. Coached by Mrs. 

Ulrich, the team went on 

to lose in the district fi-

nal; however, the team 

hopes to win the champi-

onship this year and per-

form well at states. Only 

a few positions have 

been established. Cur-

rently, Christine Fitzger-

ald is the starting pitcher 

and Devyn Losco is the 

catcher. Moreover, Alli 

Hicks plays second base 

and Hannah Calantoni 

plays third base. Kendra 

Showalter plays center 

field and Deni Losco 

plays right field. All of 

the other positions are up 

for grabs. Hopefully, the 

team’s strong mindset 

will fuel a successful sea-

son. 

Boys Baseball 

 Last year, the 

team qualified for dis-

tricts for the first time in 

a few years. Only some 

of the positions have 

been established. Senior 

Phil Pierfy informed me 

that “Coach Hinkle al-

ways says that it doesn’t 

matter who starts the first 

games, but who can earn 

spots for later games.” 

Pierfy will pitch and play 

the outfield, while senior 

Jon Cintron will catch 

and play the infield. The 

other members of the 

team, including Logan 

Murray, Brandon Miller, 

Skyler Heft, Tyler Heft, 

Gabe Karslo, Brandon 

Smith, and Bryce Bergs-

tresser, will vie for spots 

in the infield. Also, Erik 

Wallace will be one of 

the main outfielders. The 

team hopes to make the 

league and district play-

offs and make a run at 

both championships.  

 Track and Field 

 Track and field is 

a popular sport among 

the students at Wilson. 

Mr. Meckley, Mr. Dere-

inzi, and Mr. Browne are 

the coaches. Track has 

many standout athletes, 

including juniors Joe 

Espinal and Sydney 

Brannon. In an inter-

view, Joe Espinal stated, 

“The team is hoping to 

have a winning record 

and take the league by 

surprise.” Personally, he 

hopes to get to states 

again and possibly win. 

He’s also aiming for a 

top three spot in all of 

the events that he enters.  

Girls Lacrosse Club 

 The girls lacrosse 

club is back for a second 

year. Morgan Heneman, 

Ashali Salvi, and Karisa 

Glassmoyer are team 

captains. Currently, the 

team is completing In-

sanity workouts indoors, 

but it hopes to start prac-

ticing outside when the 

weather clears up.  In 

order to raise money for 

equipment, the club is 

hosting a spaghetti din-

ner fundraiser on April 

10th in the high school 

cafeteria.   

Spring Sports Preview 
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 If you are hoping 

to gain a greater com-

petitive edge by ingest-

ing performance enhanc-

ing drugs, you are plac-

ing your health and well-

being at serious risk. 

Many people believe that 

the intake of these pow-

erful drugs have only 

positive effects and work 

instantly; however, it is 

the exact contrary.  

 Performance en-

hancing drugs are sub-

stances used to improve 

athletic ability. There are 

various forms of com-

mon steroids used to as-

sist in workouts and 

overall strength. The two 

most common forms are 

known as Anabolic and 

Androstenedione; both 

contain overwhelming 

side effects that are life-

threatening. Anabolic 

effects promote muscle 

building and are only 

testosterone based. This 

drug allows you to re-

cover quickly from 

workouts and distributes 

aggressive feelings. Ana-

bolic steroids also assist 

in gaining strength, con-

fidence, and recovery of 

the muscles. The side 

effects to this drug in-

clude baldness, infertil-

ity, impotence, and 

prominent breasts. 

 Androstenedione is a 

hormone produced by 

the adrenal glands and 

testes; specifically meant 

for boosting a male’s 

testosterone. This steroid 

is used for masculiniza-

tion, which is the deep-

ening of the voice and 

male pattern baldness. 

Also known as “andro,” 

this drug comes in plenty 

of forms to improve 

overall health; however, 

the intake of these drugs 

destroys your wellbeing. 

The side effects and risks 

include joint pain, mus-

cle weakness, fluid re-

tention, high cholesterol, 

and many more.  

 These drugs are 

banned and prohibited 

from large sports organi-

zations; if someone is 

caught taking these 

drugs, they will also be 

banned. Not only are 

these drugs illegal, they 

are smuggled in as well. 

Hard work is worth more 

than taking a life-

threatening drug that can 

end your career. Dedi-

cate yourself to being 

better than your competi-

tion, rather than trying to 

take a shortcut. 
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 In 2014, there was a se-

ries of plane crashes in Asia, 

which is extremely mysterious. 

All the planes came from the 

same company: Malaysia Air-

lines. Even the Air Asia plane 

that crashed belonged to that 

company. According to CNN, 

Asia has had a very bad year 

concerning plane crashes, and 

Malaysia Airlines never had 

such a problem. So, what’s hap-

pening? Why did these planes 

from the same company crash 

around the same period of 

time?  

The most mysterious crash out 

of all of them was Malaysia 

Airlines flight 370. It crashed 

about a year ago, and the plane 

still has yet to be found. Again, 

Malaysia Airlines has an excel-

lent safety record, which is why 

it is odd for a plane from that 

company to completely disap-

pear. A little bit before the 

crash, connection with the 

plane was lost. Experts say that 

the pilot, Zaharie Ahmad Shah, 

may have deliberately crashed 

the plane in a suicide attempt. 

There is no way to really know 

the true cause of the crash be-

cause the plane was never 

found. When the news about 

Malaysia Airlines arose, many 

people found it shocking, but 

surely they figured plane 

crashes do happen, although 

rarely. Most people believe an 

instance like this will never hap-

pen to them. That is until another 

Malaysia Airline flight crashed.  

Unlike flight 370, this plane was 

found after a couple of days after 

it was shot down in the Ukraine. 

The pilot was known to be very 

responsible and experienced. The 

area the plane crashed in was a 

danger zone. Authorities assured 

flying over the area was safe, 

stating that other airlines were 

flying over the same area. How-

ever, that is pure irony since the 

plane was shot down. There was 

no sign of human error, but when 

the plane was observed, there 

were holes in the side panels, the 

size of missiles. In addition, the 

war in the Ukraine makes flying 

inherently more dangerous.  

An Air Asia flight crashed in the 

Java Sea a little after Christmas. 

This is Air Asia’s first fatal acci-

dent since it was established in 

1996. Guess what company Air 

Asia belongs to? That's right,  

Malaysia Airlines! One cause of 

the plane crash could have been 

bad weather. The pilot was 

climbing rapidly to avoid it, but 

the plane was proceeding too 

quickly, so it began to plunge. 

Also, authorities say that the pi-

lots shut down the computers 

that involved a very important 

flight protection system. It is ex-

tremely odd as to why a pilot 

would disarm this system. In 

comparison to the previous cap-

tain, this pilot also had a reputa-

tion of being responsible.   

To analyze the crashes in my 

own detective manner, besides 

just being owned by Malaysia 

and crashing in the same year, 

these crashes do have more in 

common. They all, in some way, 

seemed to have crashed partly 

because of the pilot. Flight 370 

is suspected an attempted sui-

cide. The pilot on the other Ma-

laysia Airlines flight flew over a 

no-fly zone in the Ukraine. Even 

though the area was cleared as 

safe, it wasn’t truly safe. In a 

warzone, when people see a 

plane, “Air Force” is the first 

thing that comes to mind, so of 

course they’re going to shoot it 

down. In the Air Asia crash, ob-

viously bad weather was a fac-

tor, but it is strange that the pi-

lots shut down the computer sys-

tem. Also, when the pilots 

climbed rapidly, they should 

have known that it wouldn’t be a 

good idea. They are pilots and 

were trained, so they should 

have known better. Perhaps 

these errors of the pilots are just 

a coincidence, or maybe they’re 

not. Since all of these flights 

killed everyone on board, except 

for flight 370, which has un-

known whereabouts, no one will 

ever really know what the pilots 

had in mind.          

The Plane Crash Mystery in Asia  
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 This school year 

has been filled with 

countless closings, due 

to snow and inclement 

weather. However, when 

the days begin to add up, 

students start wondering 

whether these closings 

are truly necessary. The 

criteria for a snow day is 

called into question.  

 Unfortunately, 

there is no real criteria 

for a snow day. When 

snow, freezing rain, or 

hail is frequent enough 

to cause a concern for 

the welfare of both driv-

ers and walkers, a snow 

day is called. It is the 

wellbeing of the students 

of Wilson Area School 

District that is the crite-

ria for a snow day.   

 In many circum-

stances, it is not the 

amount of snow  re-

ceived, but the below-

freezing temperatures 

that follow a storm. 

When the ground is wet 

from a previous storm, 

everything will freeze 

over night making morn-

ing travels very danger-

ous. This usually results 

in a school closing. 

 In addition, Williams 

Township tends to re-

ceive more snow than 

Wilson because of its 

location on the moun-

tain. Students living in 

Williams cannot physi-

cally walk to school and 

driving after a snow, or 

ice storm is nearly im-

possible. The infamous 

Diehl Road located in 

Williams Township is a 

breeding ground for 

black ice. 

 Although the frequent 

days off are annoying, 

students must remember 

that the real reason a 

snow day is called is to 

protect the lives of 

young students. Be safe 

during this winter, spring 

will be here soon 

enough!    
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           The school day 

should be started later 

because the average teen 

doesn’t get enough sleep. 

The average teen should 

get eight to ten hours of 

sleep each night, but 

they do not. Studies 

show that children get 

only seven to seven and 

a half hours of sleep. 

This is caused by staying 

up late during the school 

week and even later on 

the weekends, which af-

fects their biological 

clocks. The school day 

should start later because 

the average teen lacks 

enough sleep needed to 

start the day. 

             When the body 

doesn’t get enough sleep, 

it does not function cor-

rectly. Some effects from 

lack of sleep are drowsi-

ness, which is slows 

down your body. Also, 

when a person isn’t get-

ting enough sleep, it af-

fects their appetite. Lack 

of sleep can affect our 

interpretation of events 

and it affects judgment, 

in which a person may 

not assess situations ac-

curately, or act on them 

wisely. 

            When a teenager 

isn’t getting enough 

sleep, it affects the teen’s 

performance in school. 

For example, a student 

might be late for school 

after suffering from lack 

of sleep the night before. 

When the student gets to 

school, it would be diffi-

cult for him or her to stay 

focused. The student 

would be dozing off and 

not paying attention in 

class, all due to lack of 

sleep. Also, if the body is 

tired, the student could 

be temperamental, show-

ing aggressive behavior, 

which could affect other 

people in the school. 

                 Sleep depriva-

tion can be risky to a 

teen’s safety. If a teen 

isn’t getting enough sleep 

and he/she drives to 

school, that could be dan-

gerous because he/she 

could fall asleep at the 

wheel. One in every 

twenty five people falls 

asleep at the wheel. In 

January of 2013, 4.2% of 

drivers where reported 

falling asleep at the 

wheel and some led to 

car crashes. 

          Thus, it is impor-

tant teenagers get 

enough sleep. Not attain-

ing proper rest can affect 

one's body, behavior, 

and the people around 

oneself. Lack of sleep 

can affect a person's per-

formance in school and 

put a child at risk when 

behind the wheel of a 

car. The school day 

should be started later, 

so teenagers can receive 

enough sleep, in order to 

be able to function in 

school, drive safely, and 

not be overwhelmingly 

tired during the day.  

  

 

Teenagers Need More Sleep  
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  A newly pub-

lished article makes the 

prediction that people 

around the world are 

heading to the shores, 

but not just as a weekend 

vacation. Researchers 

say that over a billion 

people could be living 

along the coastlines by 

the year 2060. Many 

more could be dealing 

with similar problems, 

such as erosion and 

floods. This is largely 

due to the slow but 

steady increase of ocean 

levels. 

  Over 60 percent 

of the world's largest cit-

ies are located in the 

coastal area. These cities 

include Tokyo, New 

York, Bangkok, Shang-

hai, New Orleans, Mum-

bai, and more. For the 

United States, over 20 

million people are placed 

in the low-elevation 

coastal zone. 

  It should be 

noted that these esti-

mates are not given to 

cause fear, or to push 

any kind of agenda. It 

should also be noted that 

these are given scenarios 

for the year 2060, which 

is not coming anytime 

soon. The purpose of 

these estimates is to help 

give an idea about the 

status and to determine 

where the problem areas 

are located. So, for those 

who live near the shore, 

be ready to one day 

move inland, or get a 

bigger boat. 
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 As Wilson High 

School plans to add addi-

tional science classes to 

the curriculum next year, 

like anatomy, budget 

cuts had to be made in 

order to fund these new 

classes. These budget 

cuts will mainly affect 

the school’s art pro-

grams. The programs 

include band, chorus, art 

classes, and the drama 

club. 

 Despite being popular 

classes, band and chorus 

are too expensive for the 

school district, so they 

are being cut completely. 

In addition, all piano and 

guitar classes will be 

permanently removed 

from the school’s cur-

riculum. The art classes 

offered at Wilson are 

less costly, but are being 

cut down to offer only 

Art 1 for students.  

Finally, the drama club 

will no longer be pre-

senting annual perform-

ances since these pro-

ductions are extremely 

expensive and would 

save the school a great 

deal of money by ceas-

ing to exist. In its place, 

a much more affordable 

class, intro to theater, 

will be offered in its 

place. All of these 

changes will be made 

starting next school year. 

 Unfortunately, along 

with these changes, cuts 

have also been made to 

certain staff members. 

Conveniently, this is 

Mrs. Hockins’ last year 

at Wilson, for she is 

planning to retire at the 

end of the current school 

year. However, the band 

teacher Mr. Friedhoff 

will not be returning and 

the art teacher Mr. Cos-

tenbader’s position will 

be cut back tremen-

dously. While these 

changes are heartbreak-

ing, there is no need to 

be worried because eve-

rything said in this arti-

cle is a lie. APRIL 

FOOLS! 
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